The paper seeks to investigate the nature and features of agricultural book publishing in Nigeria, using National 
INTRODUCTION
The word 'book' or 'textbook' plays a key role in research. Books form the foundation of any research. Book is defined by the Merriam-Webster dictionary (2016) as a set of printed sheets of paper that are held together inside a cover: a long written work. Oyeniyi et al (2014) stated that books are critical to the success of educational process and research development. Books are instruments of culture and indispensable aids to personal cultivation. While reiterating the importance of books, Dr Alex Ekweme, a former vice president of the federal republic of Nigeria in his opening speech at the first Nigerian National Congress on Book held in Lagos, in 1983 reiterated that:
"Education is the backbone of national development, and the book is the principal element in the educational process, books are vital for both teaching and learning at every level of education" Books serve as instruments of communicating information and ideas."
Book publishing is thus an important process of production and dissemination of information and idea. Books are published in every area of human knowledge. Books however form a non -negligible aspect of the study of the library. Many traditionalists have defined libraries as a place where books are kept for reading and consultation. Whether this definition is complete or not, it certainly focused on a singular fact that the book is synonymous to the library. Every library must have collections, which must include books.
Agricultural book publishing simply focuses on books that are produced in favour of the subjectagriculture.
Agricultural books / textbooks form the major and dominating part of the collections of a type of library called "Agricultural libraries'' which are domiciled in agricultural based institutes or colleges.
A BRIEF ON NCAM LIBRARY
The National Centre for Agricultural Mechanization (NCAM) is an agricultural based research institute in Nigeria, which was established in 1990. NCAM library is therefore a research library, stocked with agricultural and engineering related research materials in-line with the mandate of the institution, for the purpose of promoting agricultural mechanization, research and development in Nigeria, and Africa at large.
The library acquires both print and non-print research materials in Agriculture, Mechanization, Sciences, Engineering, Management and Social Sciences. The library which has both virtual and e-library sections has various collections covering textbooks, journals, research reports, publications and many other print and non-print materials.
NCAM library uses an 'In-House' classification scheme, which covers areas like, Land and Water Engineering, Farm Power and Machinery, Processing and Storage, Mechanics, General agriculture, Sciences, Workshop Technology, Chemical Engineering, Electrical Engineering etc.
BOOK PUBLISHING IN NIGERIA
The History of book publishing in Nigeria can be traced to the establishment of university college, Ibadan (UCI) in 1946. According to Ajeluorou (2014) , the university was bound to compete with some of the leading publishers from the United Kingdom such as Longman, Heinemann, Oxford University Press, and Cambridge University Press.
Chukwuemeka (2004) also noted that Nigeria had the longest number of publishing houses in any African Country at that time. This position was initiated through the government establishment of paper and pulp making industries, which has over time led to the production of books in various subjects covering the primary, secondary and tertiary section of the educational system.
Chukwuemeka [2004] however observed that the established paper and pulp making industries by the federal government collapsed as a result of the economic downturn in the 1980s which has since resulted in book famine in the country. In a similar opinion, Ajeluorou (2014) added that the economic downturn in the 1980s was as a result of the introduction of Structural Adjustment Program (SAP) by the government in 1986.
As a result of the economic downturn, the foreign publisher pulled out of the publishing business, making it difficult for the local publishers to sustain the business. The economic downturn also led to low purchasing power which radically dropped purchase of books.
Since the downturn of the economy in 1980s and its negative effect on the publishing business, the government has organized several conferences, workshops, committees and task forces for the purpose of reviving the publishing sector. Some of the task forces , as noted by Chukwuemeka (2004) Despite these several efforts by the government to resuscitate the book industry in the country, Nigeria today, is still faced with major setbacks and challenges in the industry. This has prompted some Linguist and African language experts like Prof. Emmanuel Nnolue Emenanjo quoted in Ajeluoruo (2014) to proclaim in a recent lecture:
''Nigeria is a chronically bookless country and most Nigerians are neither great lovers; great buyers, avid readers, nor fanatical users of books'' ''Nigeria produces less than one percent of her actual book needs, which should now stand at some 199.76 million books per year.'' "Nigerians have the lowest rate of paper consumption in the world with only 3kdos of printed materials per person, per year as against South Africa, with 100 kilos, Europeans with 250 kilos, Americans with 270 kilos and Japanese with 300 kilos.
The country is now filled with several small publishing industries that cannot compete with the firms found in advanced countries in Europe, America, Asia, etc.
The effect of these on our libraries' collections has been the fact that a large percentage of our research library collections are published by foreign publishers in foreign countries and mostly by foreign authors. These textbooks are often acquired in our library through agents or online transactions in exorbitant prices. These developments have posed a negative impact on our economy.
RESEARCH QUESTION
What percentage of textbooks in Nigerian research libraries are published in Nigeria? What percentage of textbooks in Nigerian research library is authored by Nigerians?
METHODOLOGY
NCAM library collection serves as a data for this research study. Though the library has a reasonably large collection of both print and non-print materials, the writer however selected 464 textbooks randomly from the library's collection. Being a research library, the largest percentage of her collections are Journals and research reports. However, only the textbooks in the library collections are used for this research. The textbooks cover areas such as Science & Technology, Engineering, Mechanization and General Agriculture. Table 2 above shows the analysis of the place of publication of the textbooks. It is clear from the table that almost all the textbooks are published outside Nigeria and even the African continent. Out of the total of 464 textbooks, 194 were published in India, 130 in USA, 69 were published in UK, and 14 out of the textbooks were published in Nigeria. Only about 3% of the entire textbooks used for this research are published in Nigeria. This points a big set-back in Nigeria's publishing industry. This result agrees with the findings of Oyeniyi & Opaleke (2012) who also affirmed that most of Nigerian authors prefer to publish their works abroad; only very few Nigerians would not mind to publish their work locally. They further noted that most of the Nigerian authors prefer publishing abroad because they believe publishing abroad earn more prestige and profit (foreign exchange in dollar for royalty) 
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